
FUNDING OPTIONS

PORTICO KING’S PARK



Free Hours of Early Education

At the start of the Term after your child’s 3rd birthday they will become entitled to receive up to 15 
hours of free early education at Portico Day Nurseries.

The free early education hours are for 38 weeks, of what is known as term time which in effect is 
the standard school terms:

Spring Term - January to March
Summer Term - April to July
Autumn Term - September to December

Paper copies of our term dates can be provided on request.

Using your Free Hours at Portico Kings Park

Fee Paying with Funded Hours

Portico Day Nurseries provide early years care and education all year round for children as young 
as a few months old, right up until they start primary school. We do this by providing a guaranteed 
full day of 10 hours per day and morning or afternoon sessions of 5 hours, both for up to 5 days 
per week, 51 weeks a year. We prioritise these children as they have been accessing our services 
prior to becoming eligible for government funded hours.

When a child, either already attending or as a new starter, becomes eligible for government 
funding, parents will be offered the Standard Childcare Option. The Childcare Contract is our 
normal contract where we guarantee your child’s booked days/sessions and all the standard terms 
and conditions apply.

The Standard Childcare Option

This is the option most families want for their child and is the option all children are on prior to 
becoming eligible for government funded hours.

If you choose this option we will use the value of your funded hours to reduce the cost of your 
childcare each month throughout the year. 

Existing parents will see little change when their child starts to receive their funded hours except 
for: a big reduction in your monthly invoice and a charge added for Additional Services.

What are Additional Services?

1. The Additional Services charge is only applied to funded hours a child is claiming.
2. They are at an hourly amount and charged on your monthly invoice.
3. No Additional Service charge will exceed our published fee rates.
4. Additional Service charges are to cover the cost of many of the services and quality levels we 

offer as standard but the government does not fund. They include, flexibility of booking, 
continuity of places, options for early/late care, stretched entitlement, staff qualifications and 
training, staff ratios, suncream, hats etc and also include all our snack and food costs.



If you agree to this Option what will you be eligible to?

1. No change in your Contract or Terms and Conditions.
2. You will continue as you have been, enjoying the ability to attend the guaranteed days/sessions 

you require throughout the year.
3. The big change will be in your reduced monthly invoice as the value of your child’s funding is 

spread across the whole year, and is deducted off each month.
4. Your child’s booked days are guaranteed for as long as your child needs them.
5. You will continue to receive your monthly invoice showing you the days attended and the 

education for funded hours. 

The Free Funded Place Option

This will mainly suit non-working parents or parents that do not require their child to attend nursery 
more than 38 weeks of Term Time, this is not offered until a child is eligible for funded hours. If you 
choose this option you can apply by completing a ‘Request for a Free Funded Place Application 
Form’.

If you wish to apply for this option you will be offered a Free Funded Place in the following manner:

1. Free Funded Places will not have any charges normally attached to them.
2. Free Funded Places are subject to availability and our admission policy.
3. Requests for Free Funded Places will be taken during the term preceding  the Term requested.
4. Parents will be notified of a successful application for a Free Funded Place and informed as to 

which days/sessions their child has been allocated no later than two weeks prior to the start of 
the new term.

5. Parent requests for particular day/session/times cannot be guaranteed for the Term.
6. Applications by parents to change their child’s day/session will not be considered.
7. Free Funded Places are only for one Term at a time. Applications for Free Funded Places in 

future Terms must be made in the normal way prior to the start of each Term.
8. Additional day/session/days cannot be guaranteed.
9. Additional Services can be purchased during the hours a child attends. These will include 

charges for Meals, Snack etc. Charges are monthly and to be paid in advance.

Government Funded Hours - Who Gets Them?

The Government provides a limited number of ‘funded’ hours to eligible children. At Portico Day 
Nurseries we allow all children eligible for funding to use their 2, 3 & 4 year old funded hours 
here.

2 Year Old Funding

This is subject to eligibility and parents need to apply for this funding from their Local Borough 
Council  before booking their place at Portico Nurseries. If your child is already attending our 
Nurseries, when your child becomes eligible, i.e the term after their second birthday please speak 
to your Nursery Manager.



3 & 4 Year Old Funding 

A. There is the ‘universal’ 15 hours (570 per year) available to all 3 & 4 year olds the term after 
their third birthday. Term cut off dates are 31st December, 31st March and 31st August.

B. From September 2017, some children will be eligible for up to 30 hours (1140 per year). 
Parents need to meet the criteria and complete an online application.

Bookings

If you would like more information about our nursery or would like to book a place a Portico Day 
Nurseries please contact the Nursery Manager.






